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HE Porte PuttosoPHER 
was printed originally at E- 
dinburgb, and Part of the E- 
dition ſent up to London. The 
Novelty of the Title, and to 
fay Truth of the Performance itſelf, for it 


is written in a manner never before made 
uſe of in our Language, recommended it 


to ſome, and prejudiced it in the Opinion 
of others; but Time, which is the Touch - 
ſtone, of ſuch Productions, did, Juſtice 
to this Work, and at laſt procur'd., it an 
Eſteem not only here but abroad. This, 

N A to- 


il PR EFA c E 0 the Kist. 


together with my great Efteem for its in- 
genious Author, who is now in {taly, and 
who is allow'd by all who know him, to be 
truly a PoLiTE PxiLoSOPHER, occaſion'd 


my ſending this Second Edition into the 
World. 


Tu x Intent of the Author, for I very 
well knew his Intent, was to make Men 
aſham*d of their Vices, by ſhewing them 
how ridiculous they were made by them, 
and how impoſſible it was for a bad Man 
to be Polite. It may be, graver Books have 
been written on this Subject, but few more 
to the Point ; its Author being equally 
skilbd in Books and in Men, in the dead 
Languages and the living: I preſume there- 
fore, that his Obſervations will be gene- 
rally found true, and his Maxims juſt. 


Ar firſt Sight it may ſeem that this 
Book is calculated only for a few ; but I 


beg leave to obſerve, that in truth there are 
but ew te amy it any not be uleful. As 


5 every 


PREFACE fo the REA DER. iii 
every Man in his Station ought to be ho- 
neſt, ſo every Man in his Behaviour may 
be Polite : nay, he: ought to be fo, becauſe 
he will be ſure to find his account in it ; 
firice it is a Quality eaſier diſcern'd, and of 
conſequence ſooner rewarded, than the for- 
mer. We muſt know and converſe with a 
Man, to be convinced of his Probity ; 
whereas we perceive at firſt Sight whether 
he has Good-manners, by this we are pre- 
judiced in his Favour: and who then would 
not ſtrive to learn an Art at once ſo eaſy, 
and ſo extenſive in its Uſe ? 


Bur if it be beneficial to All, it is pe- 
culiarly neceflary to Vourn. It is at once 
a Remedy for Baſhfulneſs, and a Preſerva- 
tive againſt the contrary Vice. A Polite 
Perſon ſtands in the Middle between a 
ſheepiſh Modeſty, and a diſtaſteful Bold- 
neſs. *Tis the Habit which adds the laſt 
Poliſh to Education, brightens the Man of 
Letters, and ſpreads a Gloſs over that Sort 


of Learning which would otherwiſe ap- 
A 2 pear 


„ PREFACE fo the READER. 


pear pedantick. The Polite Man may not 
only underſtand Latin and Greek, but may 
alſo introduce them into Diſcourſe, provi- 
ded it be before proper Company, and on 
a proper Occaſion. The unpoliſhed Scholar 
lugs them in whenever they occur; quotes 
Ov1p to his Miſtreſs, and repeats a Paſ- 
ſage from Pol YRN us to a Captain of 
the Guards. To our Youth therefore I beg 
leave to recommend this conciſe Manual, 
which will coſt them but little Time to 
read, and no great Pains to practiſe. 
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To the AUTHOR of the 
PoLITE PHILOSOPHER. 

- -- - Velat materna tempora Mxx TO. Virg. 

KT HEM Vice, the Shelter of a Mask diſ- 
dain d, kf & 

When Filly triumph'd, and a NE xo reign'd, - 

PeETRONIUS roſe, Satiric, yet Polite, 

And fhew'd the glaring Monſter full in Sight ; 

To publick Mirth expos'd the Imperial Beaſt, 


And made his wanton Court the common Jeſt. 


TN your correfler Page his Wit we ſce, 
And all the Roman lives reftor'd in thee. 
So is the Piece proportion'd to our Times, 


For ev'ry Age diverſſſies its Crimes; 


And Vice, with PRoTEus-Art, in one conceals 


hat in the next more boldly it reveals 


In different Shapes drives on the Laſhing-Trade, 
And makes the Werld one changing Maſquerade. 
THE 


vi To the AurRHOR. 


uE griping Wreteh, whoſe Avrice robs the 
To gain his Point, a holy Look puts m; 

_ To Earth directs bis Hands, to Heaven bis Eyes, 
And, with a Shew of Grace, defrauds and lies. 
Th” ambitious Courtier, * for di diff rent Ends, 
With ſeeming Zeal the Publick Good defends. 
D Enthufiaft thinks to him the Standard gin 
of Trath Diuine, the Mafter-Key of Heav'n. 
The Pettifogger fee d, ſupports the Cauſe = 
Howe'er unjuft, and ureſts the injur'd Laws. 

To Courage Bullies ; Fops to Wit pretend ; 

And all can proſtitute the Name of Friend. 

Tet tho Men want but Eyes to fee the Cheat, 
They chuſe to wink, and help their own Deceit. 
The Herd of Fools 2 u the mſelves a Prey 
Which — 9 Knave purſues his private Way. 


THE Qusſtion, Fox RES TER, is ſomething hard; 


How ſball the Wiſe the motley Scene regard? 


While 
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To the Aur kon. vii 
Mpile Mex ourſelves, can we unmov'd fand by? 
Pain'd jhall we ſmile? or guilteſs ſhall we cry? 
Humanity to Grief wou'd give the Nule, 
But ftronger Reaſon /ides with Ridicule. 


o“ that thy Work, inftruffive but refed, 
The pleaſing Image of your eaſy Mind, 
(Which, like the Statues wrought by Phidian Art, 
1s one fair Whole, compleat in every Part) 
May cure the lighter Follies of the Age, 
Cool Bigot-Zeal, and ſoften Party-Rags ; 
Expoſe Il. Nature, Pedantry o ercome, 
Strike Afectation dead, and Scandal dumb; 
Reſtore free Converſe to its native Light, 
And teach Mankind, with Eaſe, to grow Polite. 
T'HEN round thy Brow the Myrtle Garland 
tine, 
The grateful Recompentce of Toils like thine - 
Secure in all you write or do, to pleaſe, 


Join Wit with Senſe, with Underſtanding Eaſ*. 
Already 


viii To the AurROR. 

Arad y here your juſt Applauſes riſe, 

And the BELLES read you with tranſported Eyes. 
| Some in the ſweeteſt Notes repeat thy Lays, 

| Others harmonious; ſpeak the Author's Praiſe ; 
\ 

l 


All to approve, with equal Zeal conſpire : 


{ What more can Fortune give? - = - or you deſire, 


| AS Paxis, boff in paſſionate Surprize, 

| To Love's refiftleſs Queen affign'd the Prize 
| So while you Beauty treat with ſuch Regard, 
| The lovely Theme ſhall be your beft Reward ;.. - 
Venus ſhall from the Shepherd's Debt be free, 
| And, by the Fav rite Fair, repay the Debt to thee. 


THE 


POLITE PHILOSOPHER. 


ETHOD requires that, in my 
Entrance on this Work, I ſhould 
explain the Nature of that Sci- 
ence to which I have given the 
Name of Po LITE PAHILOSo- 
PHY ; and tho' I'm not very apt 
to write methodically, yet I think it becomes me, 
on this occaſion, to ſhew that my Title is ſome- 
what à propos. 


Fo LKS who are skill'd in Greek, tell us, that 
Pr1iLtoSOPHY means no more than the Love 
of Wiſdom ; and I, by the Adjunction of Po- 
LITE, would be underſtood to mean that Sort 
of Wiſdom which teaches Men to be at Peace in 
themſelves, and neither by their Words or Beha- 
viour to diſturb the Peace of others. 

B Ac A 
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2 The POLITE PHILOSOPHER: | | 


ACADEMICAL Criticks may, perhaps, ex- 
pect that I ſhould, at leaſt, quote ſome Greek Sage 
or other, as the Patron of that kind of Know- 
ledge which I am about to reſtore; and, as I 
pique myſelf on obliging every Man in his way, 
I ſhall put them in mind of one Ax1sTIPPUs, 
who was Profeſſor of Polite Philoſophy at Spra- 
cuſe, in the Days of the famous King Dr o N x- 
sfus, in whoſe Fatour he ſtood higher chan 
even PLA TO himſelf. Should they go farther, 
and demand an account of his Tenets, I muſt 
turn them over to Ho RACE, who has com- 


mriſent hg: «1 in one Line.. 
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In the Court of the King of Sicily, this wiſe 

[ Man enjoy d all the Delights that would have 
1 ſatisfy'd a ſenſual Mind; but it was the Uſe. of 
theſe which, ſhewed him a true Philoſopher-: He 
was temperate in them, while he poſſeſſed 4 them; ; 

and eaſy without them, when they were no longer 
in his e [i a word, he had the 9 
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The PoiiTE Pruttos0PHER, 3 


as his Wiſdom was uſeful to himſelf, ſo it ren- 
der d him nn to the reſt of the World. 


ren $ had- many. Pupils ; but for 
the regular Succeſſion in his School, it has either 
not been recorded by the Greek Writers, or at 
leaſt by any of them that have come to my Hand. 
Among the Romans, indeed, this kind of Know- 
ledge was in the higheſt Eſteem, and that at the 
Time when the Reputation of the Commonwealth 
was at its greateſt Height. SC1y1o was leſs 
diſtinguiſhed by the Lawrels he acquired from 
foreign Conqueſts, than by the Myrtle Garland 
he wore as a Profeſſor in this Art. 'The familiar 
Letters of CIE RO are ſo many ſhort Lectures 
in our Science, and the Life of Po MPHONI Us 


ATTICUS a Praxis culy on aaf Philoſoph 7. 


1 wo vl D not be ſuſpected to mention theſe 
great Names, with an Intent to diſplay my Learn- 
ing ; far be ir from me to write a Satire on the 
Age: All I aim at, is to convince the Beaux 
prits of our Times, that what I teach they inay 
receive without Diſparagement, ſince they tread 
thereby in the ſame Road with the greateſt He- 
roes of Antiquity ; and, in this way at leaſt, 
emulate the Characters of ALEXANDER and 
Cxz$s4Ar Or, if thoſe old-faſhion'd Comman- 
ders excite” not their Ambition, I will venture to 
* them, that in this Track only, they will be 
£ * able 


4 Te PoLITE PHILOSOPHER, 


able to approach the immortal Frince EuG EN; 
who, glorious from his Courage, and amiable 
from his Clemency, 1s yet leſs diſtinguiſhed by 
his Rank, than by his Politeneſs. 


Ar rER naming prince Eve E N E, it would 
debaſe my Subject to add another Example; I 
ſhall proceed therefore to the taking notice of 
ſuch Qualities of the Mind as are requiſite for 
my Pupils to have, previous to the Receipt of 
theſe Inſtructions. a 


Bo r, as Vanity is one of the greateſt Impe- 
diments in the Road of a Polite Philoſopher, 
and, as he who takes upon him to be a Precep- 
tor, ought, at leaſt, not to give an ill Example 
to his Scholars; it will not be improper for me 
to declare, that, in compoſing this Piece, I had 
in my Eye that Precept of SE NE CA, Hæc a- 
lis dic, ut dum dicis audias, ipſe ſcribe, ut dum 
ſeripſeris legas. Which, for the ſake of the 
Ladies, I ſhall tranſiate into Engliſh ; and into 
Verſe, that I may gratity my own Propenſity to 
Rhyming. 


Speaking to others, what you dict ate bear ; 
Au learn yourſelf, wkile teaching you appear, 


Txvs you ſee me firipp'd of the ill-obey'd 
Authority of a Pedagogue, and are for the future 
N to 


1 


The PoL1iTE PHILOSOPHER? 5 


to conſider me only as a School-fellow playing 
the Maſter, that we may the better conquer the 
Difficulties of our Task. 


To proceed then in the Character, which, for 


my own fake as well as yours, I have put on, let 
me remind you, in the firſt Place, 


Tu Ar Reaſon, however antique you may 
think it, is a Thing abſolutely neceſſary in the 
Compoſition of him who endeavours at acquiring 
a philoſophical Politeneſs ; and let us receive it as 
a Maxim, That without Reaſon there's no being 
a Fine Gentleman. 


HowEvexs, to ſoften at the ſame time that 
xe yield to this Conſtraint, I tell my blooming 
Audience with Pleaſure, that Reaſon, like a 
Fop's Under-waiſtcoat, may be wore out of ſight ; 
and, provided it be but worn at all, I ſhall not 
quarrel with them, though Vivacity, like a laced 
Shirt, be put over to conceal it: For, to purſue 
the Compariſon, our Minds ſuffer no leſs from 
Indiſcretion, than our Bodies from the Injuries of 
Weather. 


Nx xx to this, another out-of-the-way Qua- 
lification muſt be acquired, and that is Calmneſs. 
Let not the Smarts of the Univerſity, the Sparks 

| of 
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of the Side-boxes, or the genteel Flutterers of 
the Drawing-room, imagine that I will deprive 
them of thoſe elevated Enjoyments, drinking Tea 
with a Toaſt, gallanting a Fan, or roving, like a 


Butterfly, through a Parterre of Beauties No, 1 


am ſar from being the Author of ſuch ſevere In- 
ſtitutions; but am, on the contrary, willing to 
indulge them in their Pleaſures, as long as they 
preſerye their Senſes. By which I would be un- 
derſtood' to mean, while they act in Character, 
and ſuffer not a fond Indination, an aſpiring 
Vanity, or a giddy Freedom, to tranſport 'them 
into the doing any Thing which may forfeit 
preſent Advanrages, or entail npon them future 
Pain. RO FRO", 


I 8X A LL have frequent occaſion, in the fol- 
lowing Pages, to ſhew, from Examples, of 'what 
mighty Uſe Reaſon, and an undiſturbed Temper, 
are to Men of great Commerce in the World, 
and therefore ſhall inſiſt no farther on them here. 


TE laſt Diſpoſition of the Soul which I ſhall 
mention, as neceſſary to him who would become 
a Proficient in this Science; is Good. Nature; a 
Quality, which, as Mr. DRY DEN ſaid in a 
Dedication to one of the beſt-natur'd'Men of his 
Time, deſerves the higheſt Eſteem, though, from 
an unaccountable Depravity both of Taſte and 
Morals, it meets with the leatt. For can there 
g be 


The Pol ITE PrrrLosoPHER, 7 
be any Thing more amiable in human Nature, 
than to think, to ſpeak, and to do, whatever 
Good lies in our Power unto All? No Man who 
looks upon the Sun, and who feels that Chear- 
fulneſs which his Beams inſpire, but would rather 
with himſelf like ſo glorious a Being, than to re- 
ſemble the _Tyger, however formidable for its 
Fierceneſs, or the Serpent, hated, for his Hiſſing, 
aud dreaded Gr: his Sting. Good: Nature may, 
indeed, be made almoſt as diffuſive as Day- 
light ; but ſhort are the Ravages of the Tyger, 
innocent the Bite of a Serpent, to the Vengeance 
of a canker d Heart, or the Malice of an enve- 
wm d Tougue. To this let me add another Ar- 


gument in Favour of this Benevolence of Soul, 


and farther Perſuaſions will, I flatter myſelf, be 
unneceſſary. . Good-Nature adorns every Perfec- 
tion a Man is Maſter of, and throws a Veil over 
every Blemiſh which would otherwiſe appear. In 
4 word, like a Sifu Painter, it places his Vir- 
tues in the faireſt Light, and caſts all his Foibles 
into Shade. 


Tx v s, in a few Words, Senſe, Moderation, 
and S: wetneſs are eſſential to a Polite Philoſo 
pher And if you think you can't acquire theſe, 
cen lay my Book aſide ; but before you do that, 
indulge me yet a Moment longer. Nature de- 
nies the firſt to few; the ſecond. is in every Man's 
Power; and no Man need be without the laſt, 
ba! who 
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3 The PorrrE PHILOSOPHER. 


who either values general Eſteem, or is not in- 
different to publick Hate. For, to ſay Truth, 
what is neceſſary to make an honeſt Man, pro- 
perly applied, would make a polite one : and as 
almoſt every one would take it amiſs, if we ſhould 
deny him the firſt Appellation; fo you may per- 
ceive from thence, how few there are, who, bur 
from their own Indiſcretion, may deſerve the ſe- 
cond. It is Want of Attention, not Capacity, 
which leaves us ſo many Brutes; and I flatter my 
ſelf there will be fewer of this Species, if any of 
them can be prevailed on to read this. A De- 
ſcription of their Faults is to ſuch the fitteſt Lec- 
rure ; for few Monſters there are who can view 
themſelves in a Glaſs. 


Our Follies, when diſplay'd, ourſelves affright, 
Few are ſo bad, to bear the odious Sight. | 
Mankind, in Herds, thro Force of Cuſtom ftray, 
Miſlead each other into Errors Way; 

Purſue the Road, forgetful of the End, 

Sin by Miftake, and without Thought offend. 


| My Readers who have perhaps been many of 
them accuſtomed to think Politeneſs rather an or- 
namental Accompliſhment, than a Thing neceſ- 
fary to be acquired in order to an eaſy and hap- 
py Liſe, may, from thence, pay leſs Attention 
* than 


De Potitr PniLOSSoPHE X. 9 
than my Inſtructions require, unleſs I can con- 
vince them they are in the wrong. In order to 
which, I muſt put them in mind, that the Tran- 


quillity, and even Felicity of our Days, depends 
as ſtrongly on ſinall Things, as on great; of 


which Men may be eaſily convinced, if they but 2 


reflect how great Uneaſineſs they have experienc'd 
from croſs Accidents, although they related but 
to Trifies ; and at the ſame rime remember, that 
Di/quiet is of all others the greateſt Evil, let it 
ariſe from what it will. 


No w, in the Concerns of Life, as in thoſe of 
Fortune, Numbers are brought into what are 
called bad Circumſtances, from {mal} Neglects, 
rather than from any great Errors in material 
Affairs. People are too apt to think lightly of 
Shillings and Pence, forgetting that they are the 
conſtituent Parts of Pounds, until the Deficiency 
in the greater Article, thew them their Miſtake, 
and convince them, by fatal Experience, of a 
Truth which they might have learnt from a little 
Attention, viz. that great Sums are made up of 


ſmall. 


ExACTLY parallel to this, is that wrong 
| Notion which many have, that nothing more is 
due from them to their Neighbours, than what 
reſults. from a Principle of Honefty, which com- 


mands ns to pay our Debts, and forbids us to do 
Inju- 
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Injuries : Whereas a thouſand little Civilitiss, 
Complacencies, and Endeavours to give others 
Pleaſure, are requiſite to keep up the Reliſh of 
Life, and procure us that Affection and Eſteem 
which every Man, who has a Senſe of it, muſt 
deſire. And in the right timeing and diſcreet 
Management of theſe Punctilio's, conſiſts the Ef- 
ſence of what we call Politeneſs. 


How many know the general Rules of Art, 
Which unto Tablets human Form impart ꝰ 
How many can depict the riſing Brow, 

The Noſe, the Mouth, and every Feature fhew © 
Can, in their Colours, imitate the Skin, 

And, by the Force of Fire, can fix them in & 
Tet, when tis done, unpleaſing to the Sight, 
Tho like the Picture, ſtrikes not with Delight 
*Tis ZI N Kk alone gives the enamelPd Face 

A roliſp d Sweetneſs, and a gloſſy Grace. 


ExAMPLES have, generally ſpeaking, greater 
Force than Precepts : I will therefore delineate 
the Characters of Ho NOR TuS and Gar 1A, 
two Gentlemen of my Acquaintance, whoſe Hu- 
mours J have perfectly conſider'd, and ſhall re- 
preſent them without the leaſt Exaggeration. 


Ho- 


The PolITE PHILOSOPHER. 11 


Ho NO RTs is a Perſon equally diſtinguiſh'd 
by his Birth and Fortune. He has, naturally, 
Good Senſe, and that too hath been improved by 
a regular Education. His Wit is lively, and his 
Morals without a Stain. - - - - - Is not this an 
amiable Character? Yet Ho N ORT US is not 
beloved. He has, ſome way or other, contracted 
a Notion, that it is beneath a Man of Honour 
to fall below the Height of Truth in any Degree, 
or on any Occaſion whatſoever. From this Prin- 
ciple he ſpeaks bluntly What he thinks, without 
regarding the Company who are by. Some 
Weeks ago he read a Lecture on female Hypo- 
criſy before a married Couple, though the Lady 
was much ſuſpected on that Head. TWO Hours 
after he fell into a warm Declamation againſt Si- 
mony and Prieſteraft, before two Dignitaries of 
the Church. And, from a continued Courſe of 
this ſort of Behaviour, hath render'd himſelf 


dreaded as a Monitor, inſtead of being eſteemed 


as a Friend. 


GARCIA, on the contrary, came into the 
World under the greateſt Diſadvantages. His 
Birth was mean, and his Fortune not to be men- 
tion'd: Yet, though he is ſcarce Forty, he has 
acquired a handſome Eſtate in the Country, and 
lives on it with more Reputation than molt of his 
Neighbours. While a Servitor at the Univerſity, 
C 2 he 
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he, by his Aſſiduities, recommended himſelf to 
a noble Lord, and thereby procured a Place of 
fifty Pounds a Year, in a publick Office. His 
Behaviour there made him as many Friends as 
there were Perſons belonging to that Board. His 
Readineſs in doing Favours, gained him the 
Hearts of his Inferiors ; his Deference for thoſe 
in the higheſt Characters in the Office, procured 
him their Good-will ; and the Complacency he 
expreſs'd to his Equals, and thoſe immediately 
above him, made them eſpouſe his Intereſt with 
almoſt as much Warmth as they did their own, 
By this Management, in ten Years time, he roſe 
to the Poſſeſſion of an Office which brought him 
in a Thouſand Pounds a Year Salary, and near 
double as much in Perquiſites. Affluence hath 
made no Alteration in his Manners. The ſame 
Eaſineſs of Diſpoſition attends him in that For- 
tune to which it has raiſed him ; and he is, at 
this Day, the Delight of all who know him, 
from an Art he has of perſuading them, that 
their Pleaſures and their Intereſts are equally dear 
to. him with his- own, Who, if it were in his 
wer, would refuſe what Honoxivus poſ- 
ſelles ? And who would not wiſh that Poſſe ſſion 
accompanied with GAR 1 4's Diſpoſition ? 


IFLATTER myſelf, that by this Time moſt 
of my Readers have acquired a tolerable Idea of 
©#/i7cpe/5, and a juſt Notion of its Uſe in our 

Paſſage 
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Paſſage through Life: I muſt, however cantion 
them of one Thing; that, under Pretence of Po- 


liteneſs, they fall neither into a Contempt or 


Careleſſneſs of Science. 


A MAN may have much Learning without 
being a Pedant ; Nay, it is neceflary that he 
thonld have a conſiderable Stock of Knowledge 
before he can be Polite. The Gloſs is never 
given till the Work is finithed ; without it the 
beſt-wrought Piece looks clumſy : But Varniſh 
over a rough Board, is a prepoſterous Daub. In 
a word, that Rule of Ho KAC E, Miſcere utile 
Aulci, ſo often quoted, can never be better ap- 
plied, than in the preſent Caſe, where neither 
of the Qualities can ſubſiſt without the other. 


With Dreſs, for once, the Rule of Life we'll place, 
Cloth is plain Senſe, and poliſb d Breeding Lace. 
Men may in both miftake the true De Zu; 
Fools oft are tawdry, when they would be fine + 
An equal Mixture, both of Uſe and Show, 

From giddy Fops, points the accompliſp d Beaux. 


HAvIN e now gone through the Præcognita 


of Polite Phileſophy, 'tis requiſite we ſhould de- 
ſcene 
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fcend with greater Particularity into its ſeveral 
Branches. 


Fo x though Exat#ne/5 would not be of a Piece 
either with the Nature or Intent of this Work, 
yet ſome Order is abſolutely neceſſary, becauſe 
nothing is more unpolite than to be obſcure. 
Some Philoſophers have, indeed, prided them- 
ſelves in a mwyfterious way of Speaking; wrapping 
their Maxims in ſo tough a Coat, that the Ker- ' 
nel, when found, ſeldom atoned for the Pains of 
the Finder. 


Tne polite Sage thinks in quite a different 
way. Perſpicuity is the Garment in which his 
Conceptions appear ; and his Sentiments, if they 
are of any Uſe, carry this additional Advantage 
with them, that ſcarce any Labour is required in 
attaining them. Graver Diſcourſes, like Galeni- 
cal Medicines, are often formidable in their Fi- 
gure, and nauſeous in their Taſte. Lectures from 


a Doctor in our Science, like a chemical Extrac- 


tion, convey Knowledge as it were by Drops, and 
reſtore Senſe, as the other does Health, without 
the Apparatus of Phyſick. 


Harſh to the Heart, and grating to the Ear, 
Who can Reproof without ReluGance hear ? 


Why 
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IWhy againſt Prieſts the gewral Hate ſo ſtrong, 
But that they ſhew us all we do is wrong ? 
Wit well apply'd, does weightier Wiſdom right, 
And gives us Knowledge, while it gives Delight. 
Thus on the Stage we with Applauſe behold 
What would have pain'd us from the Pulpit told. 


Ir is now time to apply what we have already 
advanced, to thoſe Points in which they may be 
the moſt uſeful to us; and therefore we will be- 
gin by conſidering what Advantage the Practice 
of them will procure, in reſpe& to thoſe three 
Things which are eſteemed of the greateſt Con- 
ſequence in the general Opinion of the World. 
This leads me, in the firſt Place, to explain the 
Sentiments and Conduct of a Polite Philoſopher, 
in regard to Religion. I am not ignorant, that 
there are a Multitude of thoſe who paſs both on 
the World, and on themſelves, for very Polite 
Perſons, who look on this as a Topick below 
their Notice. Religion, ſay they with a Sneer, is 
the Companion of melancholly Minds; but, for 
the gayer Part of the World, it is Ill-manners 
to mention it amongſt them. Be it ſo. But give 
me leave to add, that there is no ranker Specics 
of Ill-Breeding, than ſpeaking of it ſarcaſtically, 
or with Contempt. 
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RELIGION, ſtrictly ſpeaking, means that 
« Worſhip which Men, from a Senſe of Duty, 
pay to that Being unto whom they owe their 
« own Exiſtence, with all thoſe Bleſſings and Be- 
« nefits which attend it. 


LET a Man but reflect on this Definition, 
and it will be impoſſible for him not to perceive, 
that treating this in a ludicrous way, mult not 
only be unpolite, but ſhocking. Who, that has 
a Regard for a Man, wonld not ftart at the 
Thoughts of ſaying a baſe Thing of his Father 
before him? And yet what a Diſtance is there 
between the Notion of a Father and a Creator / 
Since therefore no farther Arguments are neceſ- 
ſary to prove the Inconſiſtence between Raillery 
and Religion, what can be more cogent to a Po- 
lite Man, than thus ſhewing, that ſuch Diſcourſes 
of his would be mal a propos ? 


Tu us much for thoſe who might be guilty 
of Unpoliteneſs with reſpe& to Religion in gene- 
ral, a Fault unaccountably common in an Age 


which pretends to be ſo Polite. 


As to particular Religions, or rather Tencts 
in Religion, Men are generally warm in them 
from one of theſe two Reaſons, vis. Tenderneſs 
of Conſcience, or a high Senſe of their own 

Judg- 
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judgments. Men of plain Parts, and honeſt Diſ- 
poſitions, look on Salvation as too ſerious a Thing 
to be jeſted with: A Polite Man therefore will 
be cautious of offending upon that Head, becauſe 
he knows it will give the Perſon to whom he 
ſpeaks, Pain, a thing ever oppoſite to the Cha- 
racer of a poliſhed Philoſopher. The latter Rea- 
{on which I have aſſigned for Mens Zeal in reli- 
gious Matters, may ſeem to have leſs Weight 
than the firſt ; but he who conſiders it attentive- 
ly, will be of another Opinion. Men of ſpecu- 
lative Religion, who are ſo from the Conviction 
rather of their Heads than their Hearts, are not 
a Bit leſs vehement than the real Pevotees. He 
who ſays a ſlight or a ſevere thing of their Faith, 
ſeems, to them, to have thereby undervalu'd their 
Underſtandings, and will conſequently incur their 
Averſion, which no Man of common Senſe would 
hazard for a lively Expreſſion, much leſs a Perſon 


of good Breeding, who ſhould make it his chief 


Aim to be well with all. As a Mark of my own 
Politeneſs, I will here take leave of this Subject, 
ſince, by dropping it, I ſhall oblige the gay Parr 
of my Readers ; as, I flatter myſelf, I have al- 
ready done the graver Part, from my manner of 
treating it. 


Like ſome grave Matron of a noble Line, 
With awful Beauty does Religion ſhine. 
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Juft Senſe ſhould teach us to revere the Dame, 
Nor, by imprudent Jefts, to ſpot her Fame. 

Ta common Life yowll own this Reas ning right, 
That none but Fools in groſs Abuſe delight - 

Then uſe it here — nor think our Caution vain, 


To be polite, Men need not be profane. 


NE x x to their Concerns in the other World, 
Men are uſually moſt taken up with the Con- 
cerns of the Putlick here. The Love of our 
Country 1s among thoſe Virtnes to which every 
Man thinks he thould pretend: And the Way in 
which this is generally ſhewn, is by falling into 
what we call Parties ; where, if a large Share of 
good Senſe allay not that Heat which is naturally 
contracted from ſuch Engagements, a Man ſoon 
talls into all the Violences of Faction, and looks 
upon every one as his Enemy, who does not ex- 
preſs himſelf about the publick Good in the ſame 
Terms he does. This is a harſh Picture, but it 
is a juſt one, of the far greater Part of thoſe who 
are warm in political Diſputes. A Polite Man 
will therefore ſpeak, as ſeldom as he can, on 
Topicks, where, in a mix'd Company, it is al- 
molt impoſſible to ſay any thing that will pleaſe 
all, 
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To ſay Truth, Patriotiſm, properly ſo called, 
1s, perhaps, as ſcarce in this Age, as in any that 
has gone before us. Men appear to love them- 
ſelves ſo well, that it ſeems not altogether credi- 
ble, they ſhould, at every turn, prefer their Coun- 


try's Intereſt to their own. The Thing looks 


noble indeed, and therefore, like a becoming 
Habit, every Body would put it on. But this 
is Hypocriſy, you'll ſay, and therefore ſhould be 
detected. Here the Polite Phaioſopher finds new 
Inducements to Caution. Sore Places are always 
tender ; and People at a Maſquerade are in Pain 
if you do any Thing which may diſcover their 
Faces. 


Ov « Philoſophy is not intended to make a 
Man that ſor Monitor who points out Folks 
Faults, but to make them in love with their Vir- 
tues ; that is, to make himſelf and them eaſy 

while he is with them, and to do or ſay nothing 
which on Reflection may make them leſs his 
Friends at their next Meeting. 


Le r us explain this a little farther. The Rules 
we offer are intended rather to guide Men in 
Company, than when Alone. What we advance 
tends not ſo directly to amend People's Hearts, 
as to regulate their Conduct; a Matter which we 
have already demonſtrated to be of no ſmall Im- 

D 2 portance. 
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portance. Yer I beg you will obſerve, that tho” 
Morality be not immediately our Subject, we are 
far however from requiring any Thing in our Pu- 
pils contrary thereto. | 


A Polite Man may yet be Religious; and, if 
his Reaſon be convinced, attach'd to any Intereſt 
which, in his Opinion, {ſuits beſt with that of the 
Publick : provided he conform thus far to our 
Stem, that on no Occaſion he trouble others 
-with the Articles of his religions Creed, or politi- 
cal Engagements; or, by any Stroke of Mit or 
Raillery, hazard for a Laugh that Diſpoſition of 
Mind which is abſolutely neceſſary to make Men 
eaſy when together. 


WeEexe I indeed to indulge my own Senti- 
ments, I ſhould ſpeak yet with greater Freedom 
on this Subject; fince there is ſo vaſt a Diſpro- 
portion, when we come to compare thoſe who 
have really either a Concern in the Government, 
or the Service of their Country more particularly 
at Heart, and the Men who pretcnd to either 
merely from a Deſire of appearing of ſome Con- 
ſequence themſelves, We onght certainly to a- 
void making one of this Number, and aim rather 
at being quiet within ourſelves, and agreeable to 
thoſe among whom we live, let their political No- 
tions be what they will ; inaſmuch as this is a di- 
tect Road to Happincfs, which all Men profeſs 
"OG . they 
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they would reach if they could. PO MYHON TuS 
Arrius, whoſe Character appears ſo amia- 
ble, from the concurring Teſtimony of all who 
mention him, owed the greateſt Part of that E- 
ſteem in which he lived, and of that Reputation 
by which he ſtill ſurvives, unto his ſteady Adhe- 
rence to this Rule. His Benevolence made him 
Jove Mankind in general, and his good Senſe hin- 
der'd him from being tainted with thoſe Party- 
Prejudices which had bewitch'd his Friends. He 
took not up Arms for Cs A R, nor did he aban- 


don Italy when Po MYHE Y withdrew with his 


Forces, and had, in ontward Form, the Sanction 
of the Commonwealth. He ſaw too plainly the 
Ambition of both ; yet he preſerved his Com- 
plaiſance for his Friends in each Party, without 
ſiding with either. Sueceſs never made them more 
welcome to PoMPOoNIUs, nor could any De- 
feat leſſen them in his Eſteem. When victorious, 
he viſited them, without ſharing in their Power; 
and, when vanquiſhed, he received them, with- 
ont conſidering any thing but their Diſtreſs. In 
a few Words, he entertained no Hopes from the 
good Fortune of his Friends, nor ſuffer'd the Re- 
verſe of it to chill his Breaſt with Fear. His E- 
quanimity produced a juſt Effect, and his univer- 
fal Kindneſs made kim univerſally beloved. 


lrFAaNnCcy this Picture of a Diſpoſition, per- 
fectly free from political Sourneſs, will have an 
agree- 
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agrecable Effe& on many of my Readers, and 


prevent their falling into a common Miſtake, That 
the Circumſtances of publick Affairs, and the 


Characters of publick Perſons, are the propereſt 
Topicks for general Converſation : whereas they 


never conſider, that it is hard to find a Company, 


wherein ſome Body or other hath not cither Li- 
king or Diſtaſte, or has received Injuries or Ob- 
ligations from thoſe who are likelieſt to be men- 
tioned upon ſuch Occaſions ; and who, conſe- 
quently, will be apt to put a ſerious Conſtruction 
on a ſlight Expreſſion, and remember afterwards 


in earneſt, what the Speaker meant ſo much a 


Jeſt as never to have thought of it more. Theſe 
perhaps may paſs, with ſome, for trivial Remarks ; 
but, with thoſe who regard their own Eaſe, and 
have at all obſerved what conduces. to make Men 
diſagreeable to one another, I flatter myſelf they 
will have more Weight. 


BEHAVIO u is like Architecture, the Sym- 
metry of the whole pleaſes us ſo much, that we 
examine not into its Parts; which if we did, we 
ſhould find much Nicety required i in forming ſuch 
a Structure ; though,” to Perſons of no Taſte, the 
Rules of cher Art would ſeem to have little 
Connection with their Effects. 


That 
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That true Politeneſs we can only call, 

Thich looks like *JoNES's Fabrick at Whitehall: 
. Where juſt Proportion we with Pleaſure ſee, 
To built by Rule, yet from all Stiffneſs free. 
T grand, yet plain, magnificent b not fine, 
The Ornaments adorning the Deſign. 


Ir fills our Minds with rational Delight, 
And pleaſes on Reflection, as at Sight. 


ArTEx theſe Admonitions, as to Religion. 
and Politicks, tis very fit we obſerve another 
Topick of modern Diſcourſe, of which it is hard 


to ſay, whether it be more common, or more con- 
trary to true Politeneſs. What I mean, is the 
refleting on Mens Profeſſions, and playing on 
thoſe general Aſperſions which have been fix'd on 
them by a ſort of Ill-Nature hereditary to the 
World: And with this, as the third Point which 
I promiſed to conſider, ſhall be ſhut up the more 
ſcrious Part of this Eſſay. 


IN order to have a proper Idea of this Point, 
we muſt, firſt of all, conſider, that the chiet 
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Cauſe both of Love and Hatred is Com. Whets 
Men, from a long Habit, have acquired a Facili- 
ty of thinking clearly, and ſpeaking well in any 
Science, they naturally like that better than any 
other; and this Liking in a ſnort time grows up to 
warmer Affection, which renders them impatient 
whenever their darling Science is decried in their 
Hearing. A Polite Man will have a care of ri- 
diculing Phyſick before one of the Faculty ; talk- 
ing diſreſpe&fully of Lawyers, while Gentlemen 
of the Long- robe are by; or ſpeaking contempti- 
bly of the Clergy, when with any of that Order. 


SoM x Criticks may poſſibly object, that theſe 
are Soleciſms of too groſs a Nature for Men of 
tolerable Senſe or Education to be guilty of : But 
I appeal to thoſe who are moſt converſant in the 
World, whether this Fault, glaring as it is, be 
not committed every Day. 


Tux ſtricteſt Intimacy can never warrant Free- 
doms of this Sort; and it is indeed prepoſterous 
to think it ſhould, unleſs we can ſuppoſe Injuries 
are leſs Evils when they are done us by Friends, 
than when they come from other Hands. 


Exceſs of Wit may oftentimes beguile * 
Je/ts are not always pardowd---by a Smile. 
Men 
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Men may diſguiſe their Malice at the Heart, 


And ſeem at Eaſe—though pain'd with inward 
Smart. 


Miſtaken wet hint all ſuch Wounds, of courſe, 
Reflection cures—- Alas ! it makes them worſe, 
Like Scratches they with double Anguiſh ſeize, 
Rankle in Time, and feſter by Degrees. 


LE Tt us now proceed to ſpeak of Raillery in 
general. Invedtive is a Weapon worn as com- 
monly as a Sword, and, like that, is often in the 
Hands of thoſe who know not how to uſe it. Men 
of true Conrage fight bur ſeldom, and never draw 
bur in their own Defence. Bullies are continually 
ſquabbling, and, from the Ferocity of their Be- 
haviour, become the Terror of ſome Companies, 
and the Jeſt of more. This is juſt the Cafe with 
ſuch as have a Livelineſs of Thought, directed by 
a Propenſity to Ill- Nature: Indulging themſelves 
at the Expence of others, they, by degrees, in- 
cur the Diilike of all. Meck Tempers abhor, 
Men of cool Dilpoſition deſpiſe, and thoſe ad- 
dicted to Choler chaſtiſe them. Thus a Licen- 
tiouſneſs of Tongue, like a Spirit of Kapine, ſets 
one Man againſt all; and the Defence of Repu- 
tation, as well as Property, puts the human Spe- 
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cies on regarding a malevolent Babbler with 4 
worſe Eye than a common 'Thief, becauſe Fame 
is a Kind of Goods, which, when once taken a- 


way, can hardly be reſtored. Such is the Effigies | 


of this human Serpent : And who, when he has 
conſider'd it, would be thought to have ſat for the 
Piece ? 


IT is a thoufand to one my Book feels the 
Reſentment of DR a c o, from his n his on 
Likeneſs in this Glaſs. 


A 6c600D Family, but no Fortune, threw 
Dx 4 co into the Army when he was very young. 
Dancing, Fencing, and a Smattering of French, 
are all the Education either his Friends beſtowed, 
or his Capacity would allow him to receive. He. 
has been now two Years in Town, and from 
Swearing, Drinking, and Debauchiug Country- 
Wenches (the general Rout of a military Rake) 
the Air of St. James's has given his Vices a new 
turn. By dint of an embroider'd Coat, he thruſts 
himſelf into the Beau Coffee-houſes, where a 
dauntleſs Effrontry, and a natural Volubility of 
Tongue, conſpire to make him paſs for a Fellow 
of Wit and Spirit. 


A Baſtard Ambition. makes him envy every 
great Character ; and as he has juſt Senſe cnough 


to know, that his Qualifications will never recom- 
mend 
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mend him to the Eſteem of Men of Senſe, or the- 
Favour of Women of Virtue, he has thence con- 
tracted an Antipathy to both; and, by giving a 
boundleſs looſe to univerſal Malice, makes conti- 


nual War againſt Honour and Reputation, where- 
ever he finds them. 


HECATILLA is a female Firebrand, more 
dangerous, and more artfully vindlictive than 
Dz aco himſelf. Birth, Wit, and Fortune com- 

bine to render her conſpicous; while a ſplenetick 
Envy ſours her, otherwiſe amiable, Qualities, and 
makes her dreaded as a Poiſon Joubly dangerous, 
grateful to the Taſte, yet mortal in Effect. All 
who ſee He caTiLL aA at a Viſit, where the 
Brilliancy of her Wit heightens the Luſtre of her 
Charms, are imperceptibly deluded into a Concur- 
rence with her in Opinion, and ſuſpect not Diſſi- 
mulation under the Air of Frankneſs, nor a ſtu- 
died Deſign of doing Miſchief in a ſeemingly ca- 
fual Stroke of Wit. The moſt ſacred Character, 
the moſt exalted Station, the faireſt Reputation, 
defend not againſt the infectious Blaſt of ſprightly 


Raillery ; born on the Wings of J/it, and ſup- 


ported by a Blaze of Beauty, the fiery Vapour 
withers the ſweeteſt Bloſſoms, and communicates 
to all who hear her, an involuntary Diſlike to 
thoſe at whoſe Merit ſhe points her Satire, 
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At Ev'ning thus the unſuſpetFing Swain, 

Returning bomewards o'er a marſhy Plain, 
Pleas'd, at a Diftance ſees the lambent Light, | 
And, haſty, follows the miſchievous Sprit, 0 


Through Brakes and Puddles, over Hedge and 
Kile, 


Rambles, miſguided, many a weary Mile; | 
Confus'd, and uond ring at the Space he's gone, 
Doubts, then believes, and hurries faſter on 
The Cheat detected, when the Vapour's ſpent, 


Scarce he's convinc'd, and hardly can repent. 


Nx x x to theſe Cautions with reſpect to Rail- | 
lery, which, if we examine ſtrictly, we ſhall find 
no better than a well-bred Phraſe for ſpeaking ill 
of Folks, it may not be amiſs to warn our Rea- 
ders of a certain Vehemence in Diſcourſe exceed- 
ingly ſhocking to others, at the ſame time that it 
not a little exhauſts themſelyes. 


7 ö ——— 
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Ir we trace this Error to its Source, we ſhall 
find that the Spring of it is an Impatience at 
finding others differ from us in Opinion: And can 
there be any thing more unxcaſonable, than to 


blame 


e nn 
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blame that Diſpoſition in _ which we cheriſh 
in ourſelves ? 


Ir Submiſſion be a Thing ſo diſagreeable to us, 
why ſhould we expect it from them ? Truth only 
can juſtify Tenaciouſneſs in Opinion. Let us 
calmly lay down what convinces us, and, if it is 
reaſonable, it will hardly fail of perſuading thoſe 
to whom we ſpeak. Heat begets Heat, and the 
Claſhing of Opinions ſeldom fails to ſtrike out the 
Fire of Diſſention. 


As this is a Fvible more eſpecially incident to 
the Fair Sex, I think it will be highly neceſſary 
to offer another, and perhaps a more cogent Ar- 
gument to their Conſideration. Paſſion is a pro- 
digious Enemy to Beauty; it ruffles the ſweeteſt 
Features, diſcolours the fineſt Complexion, and, 
in a Word, gives the Air of a Fury to the Face 
of an Ange]. Far be it from me to lay Reſtraints 
upon the Ladies; but, in diſſuading them from 
this Method of enforcing their Sentiments, I put 
them upon an eafier Way of effecting what they 
deſire; for what can be denied to Beauty, when 
ſpeaking with an Air of Satisfaction? Complai- 
ſance does all that Vehemence would extort, 
as Anger can alone abate the Influence of their 
Charms. 


Fo 
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Serene and mild we view the Ev'ning Air, 
The pleaſing Picture of the ſmiling Fair, - 
A thouſand Charms our ſev'ral Senſes meet, 

Cooling the Breeze, with fragrant Odours ſweet ; 
But ſudden if the ſable Clouds deform 
The azure Sky, and threat the coming Storm, 
Haſty we flee - = - &re yet the Thunders rore, 
And dread what we ſo much admir d before. 


To PYehemence in Diſcourſe, let me join Re- 
dundancy in it alſo, a Fault flowing rather from 


Careleſſneſs than Deſign, and which is more dan- 
gerous, from its being more negleſted. Paſſion, 


as I have hinted, excites Oppoſition ; and that 
very Oppoſition, to a Man 'of tolerable Senſe, 
will be the ſtrongeſt Reproof for his Inadverten- 
cy: Whereas a Perſon of a loquacious Diſpoſi- 
tion may often eſcape open Cenſure from the Re- 


ſpect due to his Quality, or from an Apprehen- 
ſion in thoſe with whom he converſes, that a 


Check would but increaſe the Evil, and, like 
curbing a hard-mouth'd Horſe, ſerve only to 
make him run the faſter ; from whence the 
Perſon in Fault is often rivetted in his Error, 


by 
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by miſtaking a ſilent Contempt for profound At- 
tention. 


PERHAPS this ſhort Deſcription may ſet ma- 
ny of my Readers right, which, whatever they 
may think of it, I aſſure them is of no ſmall Im- 
portance. Converſation is a ſort of Bank, in which 
all who compoſe it have their reſpective Shares. 
The Man therefore who attempts to engroſs it, 
treſpaſſes upon the Rights of his Companions ; 
and whether they think fit to tell him fo, or no, 
will of conſequence be regarded as no fair Dealer. 
Notwithſtanding I conſider Converſation in this 
Light, I think it neceſſary to obſerve, that it dif- 
fers from other Copartnerſhips in one very mate- 
rial Point, which is this, that it is worſe taken if 
a Man pays in more than his Proportion, than if 
he had not contributed his full Quota, provided 
he be not too far deficient : For the Prevention 
of which, let us have Ho x A c e's Caution con- 
tinually in our Eye. | 


The Indiſcreet with blind Aver/jon run 
Into one Fault, when they another ſpun. 


Ir is the peculiar Privilege of the Fair, that, 
ſpeaking or ſilent, they never offend. Who can 
be weary of hearing the ſofteſt Harmony? Or 
who, without Pleaſure, can behold Beauty, when 

his 
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his Attention is not diverted from her Charms by 
liſtening to her Words? I would have ſtopt here, 
but that my Deference for the Ladies obliges me 
to take notice, that ſome of their own Sex, when 
paſt the Noon of Life, or in their Wane of Power, 
from ſome other Reaſon, are apt to place an In- 


; Clination of obliging their Hearers amongſt thoſe 
Topicks of Detraction, by which they would re- 


duce the Luſtre of theſe Stars that now gild the 
Hemiſphere, where they once ſhone. 


FR o this Cauſe only, I would adviſe the 
Reigning Toafts, by an Equality of Behaviour, to 
avoid the Cenſure of theſe ill-natur'd' Tatters. 

Such hapleſs Fate attends the Young and Fair, 

Expos'd to open Force, and ſecret Snare : 

Purſu'd by Men, warm with deſtructive Fire 

Againſt their Peace, while female Frauds conſpire; 

Eſcap'd from thoſe, in vain they hope for Reſt : 

Mat Fame's ſecure from an invidious Jet? 

By Flight the Deer, no more of Dogs afraid, 

Falls by a Shot from ſome dark Covert made. 

So envious Tongues their foul Intentions hide, 

Wound, tho unſeen, and kill ere they're mo | 
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Or all the Follies which Men are apt to fall 
into, to the Diſturbance of others, and leſſening 
of themſelves, there is none more intolerable 
than continual Egotiſms, and a perpetual Inclina- 
tion to Self-panegyrick. The mention of this 
Weakneſs is ſufficient to expoſe it; fince I think 
no Man was ever poſſeſſed of ſo warm an Affec- 
tion for his own Perſon, as deliberately to aſſert, 
that it, and its Concerns, are proper Topicks to 
entertain Company. Let there are many who, 
through Want of Attention, fall into this Vein, 
as ſoon as the Converſation begins to acquire Life: 
They lay hold of every Opportunity of introdu- 
cing themſelves, deſcribing themſelves, and, if 
People are ſo dull as not to take the hint, of com- 
mending themſelves. Nay, what is more ſurpri- 
zing than all this, they are amazed at the Cold- 
neſs of their Auditors; forgetting that the ſame 
Paſſion inſpires almoſt every Body, and that there 
is ſcarce a Man in the Room who has not a bet- 
ter Opinion of himſclf, than of any body elſe. 


DisQuisI1TtioNSs of this fort into human 
Nature belong properly unto Sages in Polite Phi- 
loſophy ; for the firſt Principle of true Politeneſs 
is, not to offend againſt ſuch Diſpoſirions of the 
Mind as are almoſt inſeparable from our Spccies. 
To find out and methodize theſe, requires no 
ſmall Labour and Application. The Fruits of my 

F Re- 
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Reſearches on this Subje& I communicate freely 
to the Publick ; but muit, at the ſame time, ex- 
hort my Readers to ſpare now and then a few Mi- 
nutes to ſuch Reflections, which will at leaſt be 
attended with this good Conſequence, that it wall 
open a Scene which hath Novelty, that powerful 
Charm, to recommend it. 


Bur I muſt beware of growing /erious again; 
I'm afraid my Gravity may have diſobliged ſome 
of the Beau-mong already. 


Hs who intends Padviſe the Young and Gay, 
Muſt quit the common Road---the formal Way 


- hich Hum-drum Pedants take to make Folks 
wije 


By praiſing Virtue, and decrying Vice. 

Let Parſons tell what dreadful Ils will fall 
On ſuch as liſten when their Paſſions call 
We from ſuch Things our Pupils to affright, 
Say not they're Sins, but that they're Unpolite. 
To ſhew their Courage, Beaus would often dare 
By blackeſt Crimes to brave old Lucifer : 
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But who, of Breeding nice, of Carriage civil, 
Mou'd treſpaſs on good Manners for the Devil; 
Or, merely to diſplay his Want of Fear, | 
Be damn'd hereafter, to be Iaugh'd at here? 


Ir cannot be expected from me, that I ſhould 
particularly criticiſe on all thoſe Fibles through 
which Men are offenſive to others in their Beha- 
viour : Perhaps too, a Detail of this kind, how- 
ever exact, might be thought tedious; it may be 
conſtrued into a Breach of thoſe Rules, for a ſtrict 
Obſervance of which I contend. In order there- 
fore to diverſify a Subject which can no other 
way be treated agreeably, permit me to throw 
together a Set of Characters I once had the Op- 
portunity of ſeeing, which will afford a juſt Pic- 
ture of theſe Marplots in Converſation, and which 
my Readers, if they pleaſe, may call the Aſſem- 
bly of Impertinents. 


THERE was a Coffec-houſe in that End of 
the. Town where I lodged ſome Time ago, at 
which ſeveral Gentlemen uſed to meet of an Even- 
ing, who, from a happy Correſpondence in their 
Humonrs and Capacities, entertained one another 
agreeably from the Cloſe of the Afternoon, till 
it was Time to go to Bed. 
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ABO ur fix Months this Society ſubſiſted with 
great Regularity, though without any Reſtraint: 
Every Gentleman who frequented the Houſe, and 
had converſed with the Erectors of this occaſional 
Club, were invited to paſs an Evening, when they 
thought fit, in a Room one Pair of Stairs ſet a- 
part for that Purpoſe. 


TAE Report of this Meeting drew one Night, 
when I had the Honour of being there, three 
Gentlemen of Diſtinction, who were ſo well known 
to moſt of the Members, that Admittance could 
not be refuſed them. One of them, whom I chuſe 
to call Major RAMBLE, turn'd of thretſcore, 
and who had an excellent Education, ſeized the 
Diſcourſe about an Hour before Supper, and gave 
us a very copious Account of the Remarks he had 
made in three Years Travels through a/y. He 
began with a geographical Deſcription of the Do- 
minions of his Sardinian Majeſty, as Duke of 
Savoy; and, after a Digreſſion on the Fortifica- 
tions of Turin, in ſpeaking of which he ſhewed 
himſelf a perfe& Engineer, he proceeded to the 
fecret Hiſtory of the Intrigues of that Court, from 
the Propoſal of the Match with Portugal, to the 
Abdication of King VICTOR AMADEUS. 
After this, he run over the general Hiſtory of 
Milan, Parma, and Modena; dwelt half an Hour 
on the Adventures of the laſt Duke of Mantua; 


gave 
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gave us a haſty Sketch of the Court of Rome; 
transferr'd himſelf from thence to the Kingdom 


of Naples; repeated the Inſurrection of M a s- 


SANIELLO ; and, at a Quarter before Ten, 
finiſhed his Obſervations with the Recital of what 
happened at the Reduction of that Kingdom to 
the Obedience of the preſent Emperor. What 
contributed to make this Conduct of his the more 
out of the way, was, that every Gentleman in 
the Room had been in 7aly as well as he; and 
one of them, who was a Merchant, was the very 
Perſon at whoſe Houſe the Major reſided when at 
Naples. Poſſibly he might imagine the Know- 
ledge they had in thoſe things, might give them a 
greater Reliſh for his Animadverſions; or, to 
ſpeak more candidly, the Deſire of diſplaying his 
own Parts, buried every other 2 — in 
Oblivion. 


Jus v as the Major had done ſpeaking, a Gen- 
tleman called for a Glaſs of Water, and happen d 
to ſay, after drinking it, that he found his Con- 
ſtitution much mended ſince he had left off Malt- 
Liquor. Doctor HE TICK, another of the 
Strangers, immediately laid hold of this Oppor- 
tunity, and gave us a large Account of the Vir- 
tues of Water, confirming whatever he advanced 
from the Works of the moſt eminent Phyſicians. 
From the main Subject he made an eaſy Tranſi- 
tion to — Baths and Springs : nor were his 

Searches 
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Searches bounded by our own Country ; he cons 
deſcended to acquaint us with the Properties of 
the Springs of Bourbon, particulariz'd the genuine 
Smell of Spa Water, applauded the wonderful Ef- 
fects of the Diermont Mineral, and, like a true 
Patriot, wound up his Diſquiſitions with preferring 
Aſtrop Wells (within three Miles of which he was 
born) to them all. It was now turn'd of Eleven, 
when the Major and Doctor took their leaves, and 
went away together in a Hackney-coach. 


TAE Company ſeem'd inclinable to extend 
their uſual Time of ſitting, in order to divert them- 
ſelves after the Night's Fatigue; when Mr. PA- 
II Io, the third New-comer, after two or three 
ſevere Reflections on the Oddity of ſome Peoples 
Humouts, who were for impoſing their own idle 
Conceits, as things worthy the Attention of a 
whole Company; tho', at the ſame time, their 
Subjects are trivial, and their Manner of treat- 
ing them inſipid. For my part, continued he, 
Gentlemen, moſt People do me the Honour to 
ſay, that few Perſons underſtand Medals better 
than I do. 'To put the muſty Stories of theſe 
queer old Men out of our Heads, I'll give you 
the Hiſtory of a valuable Medallion, which was 
ſent me about three Weeks ago from Venice. 
Without ſtaying for any farther Mark of Appro- 
- bation than Silence, he enter'd immediately on a 
long Diflertation ; in which he had ſcarce pro- 


ceeded 
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ceeded ten Minutes, before his Auditors, loſing 
all Patience, followed the Example of an old 
Turkey Merchant, who, taking up his Hat and 
Gloves, went directly down Stairs, without ſay- 
ing a Word. 


ANIMADVERSIONS on what I have re- 
lated, would but treſpaſs on the Patience of my 
Readers ; wherefore, in the Place of them, let 
me offer a few Remarks in Verſe, where my Ge- 
nins may be more at Liberty, and Vivacity atone 
for Want of Method. 


Who would not chuſe to ſhun the gewral Scorn, 
And fly Contempt © = - = a thing ſo hardly born. 
This*o avoid - - let not your Tales be long 
The endleſs Speaker's ever in the Wrong, 

And all abhor Intemperance of Tongue. 
Though, with a Fluency of eaſy Sounds, 

Tour copious Speech with every Grace abounds : 
Tho Wit adorn, and Judgment give it Weight, 
Diſcretion muſt your Vanity abate, 

E're your tir'd Hearers put Impatience on, 


Aud wonder when the Larum will be down. 
. Nor 
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Nor think, by Art, Attention can be wrought, 
: A Flux of Words will ever be a Fault. 

Things without Limit, we by Nature blame, 
Aud ſoon are cloy'd with Pleaſure, if the ſame, 


 HiTHxExTo we have dwelt only on the 
Blemiſhes of Converſation, in order to prevent 
our Readers committing ſuch Offences as abſolute- 
ly deſtroy all Pretences to Politeneſs. But as a 
Man cannot be ſaid to diſcharge the Duty he owes 
to Society, who contents himſelf with barely do- 
ing nothing amiſs ; ſo Lectures on Polite Philo- 
ſopby, after removing theſe Obſtacles, may reaſo- 
bly be expected to point out the Method. whereby 
true Politeneſs may be obtained. But, alas! that 
is not to be done by Words: Rocks and Tem- 
peſts are eaſily painted, but the Rays of Phubus 
defy the Pencil. 


 MEeTHINKS I ſee my Auditors in ſurprize. 
What, ſay they, have we attended ſo long in 
'vain ? Have we liſten'd to no purpoſe 2 Muſt we 
content ourſelves with knowing how neceſſary a 
thing Politeneſs is, without being told how to ac- 
quire it? Why really, Gentlemen, it is juſt ſo. 
I have done all for you that is in my Power; I 
have ſhewn you what you are not to be: In a 

word, 
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word, I have explained Politeneſs negatively ; if 
you would know it poſitively, you muſt ſeek it 


from Company and Obſervation. However, to 


ſhew my own good Breeding, I will be your hum- 
ble Servant as far as I can, that is, Ill open the 
Door, and introduce you, leaving you then at the 
ſingle Point where I can be of no further Uſe, 
id eſt, Application. 


THE World is a great School, wherein Men 
are firſt to learn, and then to practiſe. As Fun- 
damentals in all Sciences ought to be well under- 
ſtood, ſo a Man cannot be too attentive at his 
firſt becoming acquainted with the Publick: For 
Experience is a neceſſary Qualification in every 
diſtinguiſhed Character, and is as much required 
in a fine Gentleman, as in a Stateſman, Yet it 
is to be remark'd, that Experience is much ſooner 
acquired by ſome, than by others : For it does 
not conſiſt ſo much in a copious Remembrance 
of whatever has happened, as in a regular Reten- 
tion of what may be uſeful. As a Man is proper- 
ly ſtyled learned, from his making a juſt Uſe of 


Reading, and not from his having peruſed a mul- 
titude of Books. 


As ſoon as we have gained Knowledge, we 
ſhall find the beſt Way to improve it will be Ex- 
erciſe, in which two things are carefully to be a- 
voided, Poſitiveneſs and Affectation. If to our 
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Care in ſhunning them, we add a Deſire of ob- 

liging thoſe with * we converſe, there is little 
Dunger but that we become all we wiſh ; and Po- 
liteneſs, by an imperceptible Gradation, will cn- 
ter into our minuteſt Actions, and give a Poliſh to 


every thing we do. 


Near to the far-extended Coaſts of Spain, 
Some Iſlands triumph o'er the raging Main, 
Where dwelt old - - as tuneful Poets ſay, 
Singers, who bore from all the Prize away. 


While Infants het = their feeble Nerves they 
try d, 


Nor needful Food, till won by Art, ſupply'd. 
Hd was the Mark - the Yongfter, 2 in 


vain, 
 WWhirPd the miſguided Stone with fruitleſs Pain ; 
Till, by long Pradlice, to Perfection brought, 


With eaſy Slight their former Task they 
wrought. 


Swift from their Arm th unerring Pebble flew, ' 
And, high in Air, the fluttering Victim ſlew, 


59 
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So in each Art Men riſe but by degrees, 
And Months of Labour lead to Tears of Eaſe. 


Tur Duke px Rocutravcavur, who 
was eſteem' d the moſt brilliant Wit in France, 


ſpeaking of Politeneſs, ſays, That a Citizen will 


hardly acquire it at Court, and yet may eaſily at- 
tain it in the Camp. I ſhall not enter into the 
Reaſon of this, but offer my Readers a ſhorter, 
pleaſanter, and more effef#ual Method of arriving 
at the Summit of genteel Behaviour, f hat is, by 
converſing with the Ladies. 


Tnosr who aim at Panegyrick, are wont to 
aſſemble a Throng of glittering Ideas, and then, 
with great Exactneſs, clothe them with all the 
Elegance of Language, in order to their making 
the moſt magnificent Figure, when they come a- 
broad in the World. 80 copious a Subject as the 
Praiſes of the Farr, may, in the Opinion of my 
Readers, lay me under great Difficulties in this 
Reſpect. Every Man of good Underſtanding, 
and fine Senſe, is in pain for one who has under- 
taken ſo hard a Task: Hard indeed to me, who, 
from many Years Study of the Sex, have diſco- 
ver'd ſo many Perfections in them, as ſcarce as 
many more Years would afford me Time to cx- 
preſs. However, not to diſappoint my Readers 
or myſelf, by foregoing that Pleaſure I feel in do- 
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ing Juſtice to the moſt amiable Part of the Crea- 
tion, I will indulge the natural Propenſity I have 
to their Service, and paint, tho it be but in Mi- 
niature, the Excellencies they poſſeſs, and the Ac» 
compliſhments which, by Reflexion, they beſtow, 


Ant when ſome Poet, happy in his Choice 

Of an important Subject tunes his Voice 
To ſweeter Sounds, and more exalted Strains, 
Which from a ftrong Reflexion he attains. 
As HO ME R, while his Herces he records, 
Transfuſes all their Fire into his Words. 

So we, intent the charming Sex 70 pleaſe, | | 
A with new Life, and an unwonted Eaſe; 
Beyond the Limits of our Genius ſear, 

And feel an Ardour quite unknown before, 


THrose who, from wrong Ideas of Things, 
have forced themſelves into a Diſlike of the Sex, 
will be apt to cry out, Where would this Fellow 
run? Has he ſo long ſtydied Women, and does he 
not know what Numbers of affected Prudes, gay 
Coquettes, and giddy Impertinents there are amongſt 
them ? - - - Alas | Gentlemen, what Miſtakes are 

theſe ? 
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theſe 2 How will you be ſurpriz'd, if I prove to 
you, that you are in the ſame Sentiments with 
me, and that you could not have ſo warm Re- 
ſentments at theſe Peccadilloes, if you did not 
think the Ladies more than mortal ? 


AR E the Faults you would paſs by in a Friend, 
and (mile at in an Enemy, Crimes of fo deep a 
Dye in them as not to be forgiven? And can this 
flow from any other Principle, than a Perſuaſion 
that they are more perfect in their Nature than 
We, and their Guilt the greater therefore, in de- 
parting, even in the ſmalleſt Degree, from that 
Perfection? Or ean there be a greater Honour to 
the Sex, than this Dignity, which even their E- 
nemĩes allow them, to ſay, Truth, Virtue, and 
Women owe leſs to their Friends than to their 
Foes ; ſince the Vicious, in both Caſes, charge 
their own Want of Taſte on the Heakneſs of hu- 
man Nature, purſue groſſer Pleaſures becauſe 
they are at Hand, and negle& the more refined, 
as Things of which their Capacities afford them 
no Idea. 


Born with a ſervile Guft to ſenſual Joy, 
Souls of low Taſte the ſacred Flame deſtroy, 
By which, allied to the etherial Fire, 


Celeſtial Views the Hero's Thoughts inſpire * 
— Teach 
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Teach him in a ſublimer Path to move, 
And urge bim on to Glory and to Love ; 
Paſſions which only give @ Right to Fame, 
To preſent Bliſs, and to a deathleſs Name, + 


While thoſe mean Wretches, with juſt Shame 
oerſpread, 


Live on unknown = = and are, unheard of, dead. 


MR. DavDzN, who knew human Nature 
perhaps as well as any Man who ever ſtudied it, 
has given us a juſt Picture of the Force of Female 
Charms, in the Story of CY MON and Irx1- 
G ENI A. Bo c Ac E, from whom he took it, 
had adorn'd it with all the Tinſel Finery an Italian 
Compoſition is capable of: The Engliſh Poet, 
like moſt Engliſþ Travellers, gave Sterling Silver 
in Exchange for that ſuperficial Gilding, and be- 
flowed a Moral where he found a Tale. He 
paints in Cy Mo N a Soul buried in a Confuſion 
of Ideas, informed with fo little Fire, as ſcarce 
to ſtruggle under the Load, or afford any Glim- 
merings s of Senſe. In this Condition he repre- 
ſents him ſtruck with the Rays of IDHIOGENTA“s 
Beauty; kindled by them, his Mind exerts its 
Powers, his intellectual Faculties ſeem to awake, 
and that uncooth Ferocity of Manners, by which 

he 
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he had hitherto been diſtinguiſhed, gave way to 
an obliging Behaviour, the natural Effect of Love. 


THe Moral of this Fable is a Truth which 
can never be inculcated too much. Ir is to the 
Fair Sex we owe the moſt ſhining Qualities of 
which ours is Maſter : As the Autients inſinuated, 
with their uſual Addreſs, by painting both the 
Virtues and Graces as Females. Men of true 
Taſte feel a natural Complaiſance for Women 
when they converſe with them, and fall, without 
knowing it, upon every Art of Pleaſing; which 
is the Diſpoſition, . at once the moſt grateful to 
others, and the moſt ſatisfactory to ourſelves. An 
intimate Acquaintance with the other Sex, fixes 
this Complaiſance into a Habit, and that Habit is 
the very Eſſence of Politeneſs. 


Nay, I preſume to ſay, Politeneſs can be no 
.other way attained. Books may furniſh us with 
right Ideas, Experience may improve our Judg- 
ments; but it is the Acquaintance of the Ladies 
only which can beſtow that Eaſineſs of Addreſs, 
whereby the fine Gentleman is diſtinguiſh'd from 
the Scholar, and the Man of Bufineſs. 


THAT my Readers may be perfectly ſatisfy'd 
in a Point which I think of ſo great Importance, 
let us examine this a little more ſtrictly. 


THERE 
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Tx EAR is a certain conflitutiona} Pride in 
Men, which hinders their yielding in Point of 
Knowledge, Honour, or Virtue to one another: 
This immediately forſakes us at the Sight of Mo- 
man; and the being accuſtomed to ſubmit to the 
Ladies, gives a new Turn to our Ideas, and opens 
a Path to Reaſon, which ſhe had not trod before. 
Things appear in another Light, and that Degree 
of Complacency ſeems now a Virtue, which here- 
tofore we regarded as a Meanneſs. | 


I nave dwelt the longer on the Charms of 
the Sex, ariſing from the Perfeſtion viſible in their 
exterior Compolition, becauſe there is the ſtrongeſt 
Analogy between them and the Excellencies which 
from a nicer Inquiry we diſcover in the Minds of 
the Fair. As they are diſtinguiſhed from the ro- 
buſt Make of Man by that Delicacy expreſs'd by 
Nature, in their Form, ſo the Severity of maſcu- 
line Senſe is ſoften'd by a Sweetne/5. peculiar to 
the Female Soul, A native Capacity of Pleaſing 
attends them through every Circumſtance of Life, 
and what we improperly call the J/eakneſs of 


the Sex, gives them a — unattainable by 
Force. 


1 HE Fable of the North. uind and the Si 
contending to make the Man throw off his Cloak, 


is not an improper Picture of the ſpecitick Diffe- 
rence 
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rence” between the Powers of either Sex. The 
bluſtering Pierceneſs of the former, inſtead of pro- 
ducing the Effect at which it aimed, made the 
Fellow but wrap himſelf up the cloſer ; yet no 


ſooner did the Sun-Beams play, than that which 


IE becume how an Incambrance. 


fo 9 * thar Pride which makes us tenacious 
in Diſputes between Man and Man, when ap- 
plied to the Ladies, inſpires us with an — 
not to . but to obey. 


10 ſpeak ſincerely and 1 Mo- 
men ſeem delign'd by Providence to ſpread the 
ſame Splendour and Chearfulneſs through the in- 
tellectual Oeconomy, that the celeſtial Bodies dif- 
fuſe over the material Part of the Creation. With- 
out them we might indeed contend, deſtroy, and 
triumph over one another. Fraud and Force 


would divide the World between them, and we 


ſhould-paſs our Lives, like Slaves, in continual 


Toll, without the Proſpect of Pleaſure or Relaxa- 


Ir is the Converſation of Vmen that gives a 
proper Bia/s to our Inclinations, and, by abating 
the Ferocity of our Paſſions, engages us to that 
Gentleneſi of Deportment, which we ſtyle Huma-" 
nity The Tenderneſs we have for them ſoſtens 
the Ruggedneſs of our own Nature, and the Vr 
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tues we put on to make the better Figure in 
their RE g us in . with 9 me 
2112 32 
I sPEAK it without! Aﬀſe&ation or Vanity; 
that no Man has applied more aſfiducuſly than 
myſelf to the Study of the Fair Sex ; and L aver 
it with the greateſt Simplicity of Heart, that I 
have not only found the moſt engaging and moſt 
amiable, but alſo the moſt generous and moſt he- 
roick: Qualities amongſt the Ladies; and that 1 
have diſcover'd more of Candour, Difinterefted- 
neſs, and Fervour in their Friendſhips, than in 
thoſe of our own Sex, though I have been very 
careful, and particularly 1 in e — oh: 
. Ace. | * 5 tn, 
5 2915 5 le 
My Renters will, I  daveilay; obſerve, _ in- 
deed I deſire they ſhould, a more than ordinary 
Zeal for inculcating a high Eſteem of, and a ſin- 
cere Attachment to the Fair. What I propoſe. 
from it, is, to refify certain Notions, which are 
not only deſtructive of all Politeneſs, but, at the 
ſame time, detrimental to Society, and incompati- 
ble with the Dignity of human Nature. Theſe 
have of late Years: ſpread much amongſt | thoſe 
who: aſſume: to themſelves the Title of Nane Gen- 
tlemen ; and, in Conſequence thereof, talk wich 
great Freedom of thoſe from whom they are in 
no danger of being called to an account. There 


is ſo muelt of Baſenoſt, 3 ——— 
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of Truth in this way of treating thoſe who are 
alone capable of making us truly and rationally 
happy, that to conſider the Crime, muſt be ſuffi- 
cient to make a reaſonable Man abhor it. Levity 
is the beſt Excuſe' for a" tranſient Slip of this 
Kind; but to perfiſt in it, is evidently deſcend- 


ing from our own Species, and, as ** as we are 
able, putting © on the Brute. | 


Hand 8 Joy, the 2 Lr are Kan, 

. », e 47 Form, and N in their 
MI 1 42. | = charm the Near d Bebolder's Srl, 
ul album, Priks ue with a new Delight « 


- Fords, when -n i them; bear bo 25 a 
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ade our Ears, and wound | {Us to the Heart. 
To no ill Ends the glorious Paſſion feways, 
W:; y Love and Honour bound, the Youth obeys ; 
Til, by his Service won, the grateful Fair _ 
| 2 Conſents, in Time; ito aaſ. the Lover's care, 
Ss Seals all his Hopes,” and, in the bridal ls 
cube bim a Title to untainted Bliſs. 
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57 — 1 would not 4 8 ny other 
Subject. In the Current of my 2 I havg 
taken Pains..to ſhew the Eee and Amightengs. of 
that Art which this Treatiſe Was. written to xe. 


commend; and have drawn, in as ſtrong Colours 


as I was able, choſe Soleciſms in Behaviour, "which 
Men, either through Giadineſs or a wrong Turn 
of Thought, are moſt lkely 1 to > commit. 1 


** 
W dA 


Pennars the grau may think 1 have made 
Politeneſs too important a Thing, from the Man- 
ner in which I have treated it: Yet, if they will 
but reflect, that a Sateſan ig the moſt . auguſt 
Aſſembly, a Lawyer of the deepeſt Talents, and 
a Diving of the greateſt Parts, muſt notwithfdnd- 
ing have a large Share of Politeneſ5, in order to 
engage the Attention, and bias the Inclinations of 


huis Hearers, before he can perſuade them, they'll 
be of another Opinion, and confels that ſome 


Care is due to i thar 9 "Ek muſt 
ſet an all the reſt. 


Tu * — Part of my 8 may, . 
Jy, find fault wih thoſe Reſtraints which thay 
reſult from the Rules I have here laid down: bod 
I would have theſe Gentlemen remember, that I 
© Print out a Way whereby, without the Trouble of 

Suche 
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Study, they may be enabled to make no deſpica- 


ble Figure in the World; which, on mature Deli- 
beration, I flatter myſelf they will think no ill 


Exchange. The Ladies will, I hope, repay my 
Labours, by not being diſpleaſed with this Offer 
of my Service. And thus, having done all in my 


2 
other, I pleaſe ON ade Frags 
ae N ad 


— Pa ren corral the Ars 
Gave way, old, to his ſatirick Rage; 

_ This motiy Form. he for bis Writings chat, 
Aud checquer'd.Jighter Verſe with: grour Pre 
When, with juſt Malice, be defi to > ſhow, 
bu far unhownded Vice, at loft, would; 0. 

* Proſe we read the aecralle 7 ale, m 
Aud ſee the Face of Sin without a —_ 


But when his Tok ome oft +. x inſpir'd, 
The 4 b t oetry requir d, 
His Numbers with peculiar Sweetneſs ran, 


And in his egfy Verſe we ſee thi Man. 
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